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The latest Clout Research survey shows that after toying with the idea of going in a new direction and 

voting for a Republican for Governor for the first time in more than 30 years, Oregon voters appear to be returning 
to type by supporting Democrat Kate Brown for the state’s top office. 
 After being statistically tied with Republican Bud Pierce for months, voters have returned to their partisan 
ways, with 52% supporting Brown in the latest Clout poll, compared to 41% who support Pierce. About 7% either 
support other candidates or are yet undecided. 
 Compared to recent polling, Brown gained 8 points, while Pierce lost about four points, largely as 
Democrats finally decided to come home and support Brown. She moved from 74% support among Democrats in 
late October to 87% support among her own party, a move that shows she has made her case to her political base. 
 Pierce, a political newcomer, is also doing well among Republicans, as he also wins 87% among GOP 
voters.  The other movement in the survey is among independent voters, who have moved consistently but slowly 
from the Pierce camp to the Brown camp. 
 The other movement was less dramatic – but still notable: Brown has widened her lead among women and 
has closed the gap with Pierce among men. 

 
If you were voting today in the election for Governor of Oregon, and the candidates were 

Republican Bud Pierce, Democrat Kate Brown, Libertarian James Foster, Independent candidate 
Cliff Thomason, and Constitution Party candidate Aaron Donald Auer, for whom would you vote? 

 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

BUD PIERCE 405 41.4 41.4 41.4 

KATE BROWN 513 52.5 52.5 93.8 

JAMES FOSTER 3 .3 .3 94.2 

CLIFF THOMASON 7 .7 .7 94.9 

AARON DONALD AUER 6 .6 .6 95.5 

NOT SURE / SOMEONE ELSE 44 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 978 100.0 100.0  

 

Clout Research is a leading opinion research company established in 2005 and working nationwide with clients in 
politics, business, media, government, and the non-profit sectors.  It conducted a survey of Oregonians statewide 

November 3-4, 2016, regarding political issues. The telephone survey, which included interviews with likely voters in 
landline and cell phone-only households, included 981 respondents. It carries a confidence interval of 95% and a 

margin of error of +/- 3.10 percentage points. 


