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The survey of likely voters in Georgia found that a significant majority statewide believe 
Gov. Nathan Deal should sign a bill recently passed by the state legislature protecting the 
religious liberty of pastors and churches who are acting in service to their communities.  

Two out of every three respondents – 66% - said they agreed Governor Deal should sign 
the bill based on a synopsis of the key component of the legislation – that pastors and churches 
should be protected while exercising their religious liberty. The survey focused on the central 
issue involved in the legislation, and also found that 27% disagreed that the governor should sign 
the bill. Another 7% said they were unsure on the question.  

Also striking is the 
survey finding that respondents 
of all political persuasions - and 
by a wide margin - agreed 
Governor Deal should sign this 
legislation. The survey found 
that 59% of Democrats, 79% of 
Republicans, and 62% of 
political independents agreed he 

should sign the bill. That Governor Deal’s signature should be added to the bill also won 
agreement across the ideological spectrum – as 61% of progressives, 56% of liberals, 59% of 
moderates, 77% of conservatives, and 71% of those self-identifying as “very conservative” 
agreed it should become law.  

A majority of voters in all 14 Georgia congressional districts also agreed the bill should 
be signed into law to protect the religious liberty of pastors and churches. 

Q3.  The Georgia Legislature recently passed a bill that 
provides for pastors and churches to exercise their religious 
freedoms in their service to their communities. Do you agree 
or disagree that Gov. Nathan Deal should sign this 
legislation? 
Strongly agree 51.8% 
Somewhat agree 14.4%               66.2% 
Somewhat disagree 10.2% 
Strongly disagree 17.1%               27.3% 
Not sure 6.5% 
Total 100.00% 

Clout Research is a national public opinion research firm founded in 2005 and based in Columbus, Ohio. It has a client list 
numbering in the hundreds and including some of the top political campaigns in the nation. It also serves clients in business, the 
news media, government and the non-profit arena. It recently conducted a telephone survey of likely voters statewide in Georgia 
regarding political issues. The survey was conducted March 21, 22, and 24, and included 811 respondents. The survey included a 

sample of respondents in both landline and cell phone-only households, and is balanced by gender, age, and geographic 
distribution. The survey carries a confidence interval of 95% and a margin of error of +/- 3.44 percentage points. 
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The survey also tested Georgia attitudes toward political correctness and the intrusiveness 
governments into the lives of Georgia citizens, and found that four out of five respondents 
believe “political correctness” has gone too far in our culture. The survey defines political 
correctness as opinions some may hold about cultural issues but be afraid to speak about 
honestly for fear of offending others or for fear of suffering some sort of retribution. While 80% 
agreed this “correctness” had gone too far, another 14% said they do not agree with that 
sentiment, and 6% were unsure. 

On the intrusiveness of the federal, state, and local governments into how Georgians 
choose to live their lives, 71% said they felt governments had grown too intrusive. This poll 
result, along with the finding about political correctness, mirrors public opinion tested elsewhere 
in the nation over the course of the last year or two, which is partly why both political parties are 
facing voter rebellion and the rise of “outsider” candidates during the course of primary elections 
and caucuses across the country.  
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